
 

  

 

FARMING FOR GENERATIONS – Q&A 
 

1. WHAT IS REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE? 

 
Our conviction is that agriculture and dairy farming, rather than being problems whose impacts need 
to be reduced, are a critical part of the solution against climate change, pollution , biodiversity and 
water scarcity. 
 
We define regenerative agriculture as a set of practices that preserve and renew our planet’s 
resources, respect animal welfare and ensure the long-term economic viability of farms for the next 
generation. 
 
More concretely, these practices include better integration of livestock, reduced tillage, diverse crop-
use practices, minimal wheel traffic, preservation of small habitats on farm, focus on animal care 
and the prevention of diseases, responsible use of chemical inputs and antibiotics and increased 
genetic diversity. 
 
 

2. WHAT SORT OF PRACTICES DAIRY FARMS WILL BE IMPLEMENTING? 

 
Regenerative agriculture is a set of practices that preserve and renew our planet’s resources, r espect 
animal and ensure the long-term economic viability of farms for the next generation. Concretely, here 
are some examples of implementable measures:  

• Adapting the ration to increase the digestibility of the feed while making sure crops 
are cultivated sustainably, to ensure feed efficiency, reduction of GHG emissions and 
carbon sequestration, soil health regeneration, watershed protection and eradication of 
deforestation from production systems.  

• Developing feed autonomy of farms, by relocating feed production and working on 
optimal rations.  

• Putting in place holistic improvement programs, from adapted diet to housing & 
milking conditions to herd management, to prevent mastitis and reduce the use of 
antibiotics.  

• Providing data-driven decision-making tools to support farmers in implementing 
optimal herd management for better economic performance , lower market volatility 
exposure while improving animal health and welfare and reducing environmental footprint.  

 

 

3. TO WHAT EXTENT DO FEED AND DAIRY PRODUCERS ARE INTEGRATED IN 
THE PROJECT?  

 
Working hand-in-hand with farmers is a central aspect of Farming for Generations. It is the only 

way to develop functionable practices that are relevant, concrete and implementable.  We involve 
feed and dairy producers - no matter their size and models - through three communities:  



 

  

• In Farming for Generations’ governance: The alliance board of farmers involves 7 
farmers from the US, the EU and Russia. They act as a sounding board where Farming 

for Generations recommendations and tools will be tested and improved.  
• In the pool of demo farms: Today, the project involves more than 20 farmers with whom 

we develop recommendations and tools (diagnostic, best practices, trainings) and who 
showcase what they have been working on.  

• Within the farmers’ network: More than 30 feed and dairy producers are already 
collaborating within the existing farmers’ networks within the alliance through farmers’ 

meetings, focus groups, etc.  
 

 
4. HOW WILL FARMING FOR GENERATIONS ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THESE 

CHANGES AND MANAGE TO CHANGE THE FARMERS’ WAYS OF 
OPERATING?  

 

We are convinced that “seeing is believing”. Our network of farmers, actively involved in the 

project, will also open their doors to other farmers, to showcase their way of working.  
 

Beyond simply testing and developing processes, Farming for Generations provides support 

from a network of field technicians, advisors and partners who assists local implementation 
through technical support and financial tools. Participating farmers also have access to training 

materials and courses as part of a wider peer-to-peer best practice sharing community.  
 

We value “social knowledge” alongside technical knowledge. Expertise will be acquired to help 
tackle social challenges facing farmers such as economic viability issues and transmission to 

younger generations, supervised by the Social Sciences group of Wageningen University  on 
change management. 

 

 
5. ARE THE SOLUTIONS PROVIDED BY THE PROJECT GOING TO PROMOTE 

ONLY INDUSTRIAL-SCALE, FACTORY FARMING?  

 

Our intention is to co-create the future of dairy farming together, by encouraging regenerative 
practices in dairy farms, no matter their size and models.  

 
We are dedicated to offering farmers the opportunity to improve their production model by 

adapting to them, to their local customs and geographical specificities. Farming for Generations 
seeks to benefit farmers in a positive way and allow them to strive for better efficiency and 

sustainability in their operations.  
 

To do so, we value the implementation of technology tools such as artif icial intelligence to 
provide a useful complement to human expertise: the two are not mutually exclusive. 

Technology can also help with high labour turnover in the agricultural sector by guaranteeing 
knowledge retention and ensuring operational continuity over time.  

 



 

  

6. ARE THE SOLUTIONS PROVIDED BY THE PROJECT GOING TO PROMOTE 
ONLY INDUSTRIAL-SCALE, FACTORY FARMING?  

Our objective is to ensure we are able to articulate and recommend joint and/or integrated 

solutions implemented on farms, and demonstrate the positive outcomes it has on people, 
planet and animals.  

Concretely, this means that we will be focused on developing the network of f arms, the 
solutions proposed, and the farmers exposed to these best practices which allow for 

increased profitability, better footprint on the planet, people and animals. In addition, we are 
currently finalizing a digital solution to support farmers in assessing their needs and 

identifying the best solutions, based on quantitative and qualitative data.  
 

To do so, we will be focused on developing stronger and trustful relationships with all 
members of the alliance: partners, advisors and farmers alike, allowing for our solutions to 

be implemented and deployed on a wider scale. 
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